Secretary Mary Peters






April 3, 2008

US Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Peters,

The undersigned concerned citizens, on behalf of ourselves and many like-minded motorcyclists, are writing to express our disagreement with your proposal to divert funds away from rider training and motorist education.  Madam Secretary, half of all fatal motorcycle crashes, or more, involve a collision with another vehicle.  A further 25 percent of fatal motorcycle crashes involve a collision with a stationary object.  While the effectiveness of helmet use is the subject of significant debate, most people agree that “crash avoidance” is the single most effective way to reduce rider injuries and fatalities.

We urge you to withdraw this proposal to divert education and training funds away from their intended purpose.  Rider education programs are very effective and are in strong demand by motorcyclists.  When a motorcycle is involved, nearly half of all fatal two-vehicle crashes involve another motorist turning left in front of the motorcycle.  For this and many other reasons, motorcyclists have been asking for funding for motorist awareness programs, in addition to rider training.
Madam Secretary, we urge you to listen to motorcyclists on this issue.  Our lives are the ones at stake, and we strongly believe that motorcycle safety training and motorist education programs will be more effective in reducing motorcycle fatalities.  We thank you for your efforts on our behalf, but we are opposed to this proposal.
Respectfully,

